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ABSTRACT

In this analysis of cases and clauses in Vietnamese,
an atteampt is made to make use of tagmemics and a case grammar model
called lexicase. Such an eclectic combination of the two theories is -
not new either in the field of general linguistics or in Vietnamese.
This paper recognizes the hierarchical levels in syntax and the
granmatical unit or tagmeme as composed of a slot and a filler class;
it recognizes the case relations between various mouns and the
predicative verb in the clause; and it also recognizes the centrality
of the verb. lLexicase introduces both overt case realizations and
covert case relations into the grammar as syntactic features assigned
to nouns by verbs. The data presented here include: 12 covert case
relations in Vietnamese; 11 overt case realizations; a
tvo-dimensional matrix yielding 25 possible combinations of covert

- case relations and overt case realizations (25 tagmemic slots);: 14

verb groupings classed according to their hospitality to case-smarked
tagmemic slots; five clause types classed according to their
identificational-contrastive features such as the nuclear tagameamic
slots; 13 clause classes; and a bi-dimensional matrix of the clause
types and the clause classes giving 64 possibilities or clause units,
of vhich only 51 are grammatical in Vietnamese. The intention is to
present the data rather than to defend the linguistic models used.
(Author)



TR

i‘,'. .

S
e

ED 088276 - -

3. OBPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
Y BOUCATION & WELFARE

CASES AND CLAUSES IN VIETNAMESE NATIO::\.J!CN‘ITI;IJ:TI oF
e ol S e e

PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN
Nsuyen Dang Liem :?IENG 1T POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS

. ' 0T NECESSARILY REPRE
University Of Hawaii 3;:4:’502310(!2\. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EOUCATION POSITION OR POLICY.

0. Introduction

In this analysis of Cases and Clauses in Vietnamese, an attempt will be
made to make use of tagmemics (Brend 1970, 1972a, aﬁd 1972b, Cook 1969,
Lor;gacre 1964, Pike 1954, 1955, 1960, 1966, and 1971) and a case grammar
model (Fillmore 1968, 1969, and 1971) called lexicase (Manley 1972, Starosta
1971a, 1971b, 1972a, 1972b, and 1972c, Taylor 1972). Such an eclectic
cémbination of the two theories is not new either in the field of general
linguistics (Cook 1970, 1971a, 1971b, and 1972, Heidi Platt 1970, John T.
Platt 1971) or in Vietnamese (Liem 1971a, 1971b, and 1972); Case grammar
‘studies on Vietnamese can be founa in Clark 1971a and 1971b, Ha 1970,
Manley 1969, Taylor 1968, and Tran 1971, and a tagmemic analysis of Vietnamese
can be seen in Liem 1969.

In that tﬁis paper is tagmemically oriented, it recognizes firstly
the hierarchical levels in syntax and secondly the grammatiéal unit or
tagmeme ss composed of a slot and a filler class.

The concept of hierarchies in syntax makes it possiblé,to single out
and, bu the same token, unnecessary to write pﬂrase structure rules (Chomsky 1965)

in this paper.The grammatical slot of the tagmeme at the clause level has been pointed

out by Becker (Beckef 1967a and 1967b), Fries (Pries 1970), and Young,

Becker, and Pike (Young, Becker, and Pike 1970) as having not only the

overt syntactic relationships (case realizations) but also’ the covert

meaning relationships (case relations) with the predicative verb.

In that this paper is also case grammar orieated, it recognizes the
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the case relations between variovs nnuns and the predicative verb in the

cleuse (or proposition in Fillmore's terminology). However, it also recognizes

the centrality of the verb
QQChaf, 1970) + The type of case grammar called lexicase by its developer,

Stanley Starosta, as utilized here introduces both overt case realizations
and covert case relations into the grammar as syntactic features assigned
to nouns by verbs (Starosta 1971la, 1971b, 1972a, and 1972b).

Because this pap~r intends to present data rather than to defend the
linguistic models utilized, theoretical discussions will be kept to their
absolute minimum. The reader is also referred to Vietnamese linguistic
biblio;raphies_in Thompson 1965, and Thompson and Thomas 1966.

1. Cases

In Vietnamese, there seem to be twelve case relations whose definitions
are taken from Fillmore 1968, 1969, and 1971 whenever necessary:

The AGENTIVE (AGT) case: the AGT actant as the “ihstigator of the event".

The OBJECTIVE (OBJ) case: the OBJ actant is the "most neutral" actant.

The DATIVE (DAT) case: the case of the "animated being affected by the

state of, or experiencing the action of the verb'.

The BENEFACTIVE (BEN) case: the BEN actant receives the benefit of the

action identified by the verb.

The COMITATIVE (COM) case: the COM actant accompanies another actant

in the verbal activity or state described.

The INSTRUMENTAL (INS) case.

The LOCATIVE (LOC) case: The.LOC actant indicates the location.

The DIRECTIONAL (DIR) case: the DIR actant indicates the direction

toward which motion occurs.

The TIME (TIM) case: the TIM actant identifies the time-setting of the

action or state identifiéd'by the verb.

il Toxt Pr
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| The SOURCE (SRC) case: the SRC actant indicates the location or time
from which action has begun.
The GOAL (GOAL) caseg the GOAL actant indicates the location or time
toward which action occurs.
The EXTENT (EXT) case: the EXT acﬁanc indicates the space or time
through which action or state identified by the verb has occurred.
Out of the twelve cases, only the AGENTIVE and OBJECTIVE cases are nuclear
in the clause, the DATIVE, BENEFACTIVE, and INSTRUMENTAL cases are semi-nuclear
in the sense that they can be hosted only by certain verb
classes, and the rest of the cases, COMITATIVE, LOCATIVE, DIRECTIONAL,
TIME, SOURCE, GOAL, and EXTANT are satellite in that they occur with most
verbs except those otherwise marked.
The twelve covert case relations are pigeon-holed in eleven overt case
realizations of which some are marked by their positions vis-a-vis the verb,

and some are marked by prepositions. The case realizations are:

NM Nominative position immediately preceding the verb, no
prepositions.

0 Objective position immediately following the verb, no
prepositions.

D Dative realization with preposition cho. (This prepo-

sition and all the following ones except géi and 5§ng are

co-verbs. For discussion and examples, see Thompson

1965:230-234) .

1 Instrumental realization with preposition Eﬁng.
B Benefactive realization with prepositions gfﬁm or ho.

C Comitative reallzation with preposition voi.
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L Locative realization with preposition'é.
Di Directional realization with prepositions such as lén, x'dng,

ua, lai, etc.

SR Source realization with preposition jig
GL Goal realization with prepositions tol or dén.
EX Extent realization with preposition dutkc.

The twelve covert case relations and the eleven overt case realizations
can be charted in a two-dimensional matrix yielding twenty five possibilities

as in Chart I below:

CHART 1I
213 stel7]8lolio]ln
NM Blc|1]|r{pi] srf e} Ex
1] AGT 1
2| oBJ 2
3| par 3 15
4| BEN 8 |16 [17
51 com 18
6lmns a4l o 19
7lwoc |5 110 20
8| DIR 11 | 22
9! TmM 12
10 | SRC 21 | |23
11 | coaL 13 24
12 ext |. |14 25

The twenty five possible combinations of covert case relations and overt
case realizations can be arrived at by applying case-related redundancy rules

which are not specified here but which can be drawn from the. following Chart II.
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Chart II begins with [+K] for case positivity and ends with the twenty

6

five tagmemic slots (covert case relations and overt case realizations)

already stated in Chart I in another way. Following are examples of the

tagmemic slots, whereas their filler classes will be discussed along with

the classification of verbs ianietnamese:

1.

[+NM, +AGT]

and -dative) verbs.

is hosted by transitive agentive (i.e. -submissive,

1. Ong 3y mua beo.
he bought newspapers.
[+NM +0
+AGT [+OBJ]
(+NM, +0BJ] 1s hosted by copulative, stative, and intransitive
verbs.,
2.1. Ong 3y la bac-si.
he is a doctor.
+NM (K]
s
2.2a. Ong 3y cham |&m. ,
he 1s slow very. (he is very slow)
(+NM ] ' (Adverd)
|+0BJ)
2.2b. Ong ay lgnh  13m.
. he 18 cold very. (he is very cold)
+NM (Adverb)
+0BJ]
2.2c. Ong ay chét.
he died. B
+NM l?.
+0BJ
2.3a. Ong ay & Salgon.
he stays in Saigon.
+NM [To ]
+O0BJ +L0C
2.3b. Ong ra _ Salaqon.
he went out to Saigoun.
Wy [+
+OBJ |- -mml
2.3c. Ong ay di Salgon.

he

+NM
+0BJ

went to Saigon.

+0
l+DIR :

]



2.3d. Ong 8y td1  Saigon.
he arrived in Saigon.
+NM +0
10BJ +GOAL]
3. [+NM, 4DAT] 18 hosted by transitive submissive (b] and dwxc) and
transitive dative verbs.

3.1a. Ongay b] ai.
he was forced to go.
+NM ] 40
+DAT, +0BJ

3.1b. Ong ay b| . ho danh.
he was forced they beat (he was beaten by them)

T

+oat| +on.!}
3.2a. Ong ay ble'r ba ay.

. he her.

+M

L+m\'r] BJ]

3.2b. Ong &y blét (ring) ba,ay di rol.
“lig - knew (that) she had gone already.

R +0;
_ +DAT v +08J
3. 2¢. ng ay muon (rang) ba ay dl roi.
_ he wanted (that) she went already.
+NM +0 '
+DAT +0BJ

3.2d. Ong &y mudn (cho) ba ay 4l rol.

. he wigshed (that) she had gone already.
+NM +0
|+DAT +0BJ

4, [+, +INS] 48 hosted by transitive agentive and intramnsitive verbs.

4.1. Dao nay. cat thjt.
kanife this cuts meat. (this knife cuts meat)

A

It is noted here that only "potent" nouns can occur in the [+NM, +INS]
slot,

4.2, . Xe.nay di Salgon.
vehicle this goes to Saigon. (This vehicle goes to Saigon)
+NM +0
+I4S +DIR




5.

6.

7.

9.

8
[+, +L0C] 1is hosted by stative verbs.
s. Ph'ong n‘iy- lgnh.
room this is cold. (this room is cold)
+NM .
+L0C
For a .pcé:l.al class c¢f nouns occurring ia this slot, see
Thompson 1965:200~203 who calls them "relator nouns" while
Starosta calls gimilar nouns in Sora "Noun auxiliaries” (Starosta 1967).
[+0, +0BJ] 1is hosted by transitive verbs.

6.1. Ongdy muas sach.
he hought books.

o] Gl

6.2. Ong ay bI& chuyén ay.
he knows story that. (he knows that story)

+NM +0
+DAT +0BJ
[+0, +DAT] is hosted by ditransitive dative verbs.

7. Ongdy ban 151 sach.
he sold me books

['%] [++gxr] [:gu]

(+0, +BEN] is hosted by ditransitive benefactive verbs. It is noted
tha;“!s construction is always ambigious, and therefore is usually
avoided,

8. Ongay mua 1561 sach.
he bought me  books.

war] o] (o]
o]

[+C, +INS] is hosted by transitive or intransitive verbs. (Perhaps, thers -
are only special transitive verbs that can

9.1. Ong ay dung dao. host [+0, +INS].)
he used knives.
+NM ] "~ f+0
+AGT +INS

9.2. Ongay 4 xe do.
he went by bus.

ESINES
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10. [4+0, 4L0OC) 1is hosted by intransitive locative verbs.

» )
10. Ongay o Saigon.
he stays in Saigon. (same as example 2.3a.)

+NM +0
+0BJ +10C
11. [+0, +DIR] is hosted by intransitive directional verbs.

11.1. Ongay ra Salgon.
' he went out to Saigon.

[?BJ '| [rsm] (same as example 2,3b.)

12.2, Ong ay 4l Saigon.
he went to Saigon.
+ +0 (same as example 2.3c.)
+0BJ +DIR
12. [+0, +TIM] 18 hosted by any verb,-thus may be considered as being
a sentence tagmemic slot and consequently is not a case.

12. Ongady 41 hom qua.
he went yesterday.

[‘-n-m {+o
| +0BJ +TIM
13. [+0, +GOAL] 1is hosted by intransitive +goal verbs.
13. Ongay tdi Salgon.
he arrived in Saigon.
+NM +0 (same as example 2.3d.)
+QBJ +GOAL
14. [+0, +EXT] 1is hosted by any verb esxcept those marked otherwise.

14.1. Ong @y dl  hal ngay.
he  went for two days.

5] (]

14.2, Ongady dal  hel dam.
he went for two miles.

+HM +0
+0BJ 4+EXT
15. [+D, +DAT] 1is hosted by transitive agentive verbs.

15. Ongay ban sach cho tdl.
he sold books to ne.

R I M N




16.

17,

18.

19.

10

(+D, 4+BEN] is hosted by transitive and intransitive verbs. (It is an
” . . ambiguous construction because
16.1. Ong ay mua ‘'sezch cho tol. (+D] can be either [+BEN] or

he bought hooks for ‘me. (+DAT].)
+NM +0 +D
+AGT +0BJ +BEN

[#]

16.2. Ongdy dI cho tol.
he went for me.

+NM +D
+0BJ +BEN
{+B, +BEN] 1is hosted by transitive and intransitive verbs.

17.1. Ong 8y mua sach glum tal.
he bought books for me.

+NM +0 +B
+AGT +0BJ +BEN
17.2. Cngdy @& glum. tol.
he went for nme.

+NM +B
+0OBJ +BEN
[+C, +COM] 1s hosted by any verb except those marked otherwise.

18.1. Ong 8y mua sach vodl 13l.
he bought books with me.

o=t N 38 R

18.2. Ongdy @i vdl tol.

he went with me.
[i5s) [

[+I, +INS] 418 hosted by transitive, intransitive, and some stative
verbs such as ché’I 'to die'.

19.1. Ong &y mua sach bang tl‘én- Vigt-Nam,
he bought books by means of Vietnamese money.

+NM +0 +I
+AGT +0BJ +INS
19.2. Ong ay di bing xe do.
he went by bus.

[55] [#2s]
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20. (+L, +SRC] 1s hosted by intransitive verbs, and could be thought of
as [+L, +LOC) or even as [+0, +LOC]
T 4 _t'g-'eo'.ny' in the following example were considered as the main
verb of the clausa.

P ) ~
20, Ongdy o My qua.
he stayed America came over (he came over from America)

M "+

40BJ - |#+sRe
4L
L+L0_C
(40
+L0C

21, [4L, +L0C] 1is hosted by any verb except those otherwise marked.

21, Ongdy mua sach & My.
he bought books in America.

+NM +0 +L
+AGT +0BJ +L0OC
22. [+Di, +DIR] is hosted by transitive and intransitive verbs.

22,1, Ongay dem sach Ién Saigon. : R
h_c brought books up to _Saigon.

+HM 10 +D1i
+AGT +0BJ +DIR
22,2, Ongady di 1én Salgon. ~
he went up to Saigen. <
+NM : 1
+08J +DIR

23, [+SR, +SRC] 1is hosted by all verbs if it means a time source,

and by most verbs except those marked otherwise if it means a

place source.
23.1. Ongdy di v M.

_ he went from America.
414 +SR
| +0BJ +SRC

23,2, Ongady a1 tu hom qua.

_ he went since yesterday.
+N +SR
:OBJ [+snc
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24, [+GL, +GOAL] 1is hosted by all verbs if it means a time goal,
and is hosted by most verbs except those marked otherwise if it means

. a place goal,
24,1, Ong dy ¢l tdi hal glo.. _

he went till two o'clock.
+NM - +GL
+0BJ +GOAL
24,2, Ongay dI +tdJl Salgon. |
he went to (and arrived at) Saigen.
+NM
+0BJ +c01u.]

25, [+EX, +EXT] 1is hosted by all verbs if it means a time extent,

and is hosted by most verbs except those otherwise marked when it means

- . a place extent,

25,1, Ongay dI dwe hal glo.
he went for _two _hours.

+NM +EX
+0BJ +EXT
25.2, Ongay @1 duwe hal dam.
he went for two miles.
+NM . +BEX
+0BJ +EXT

Theoretically, given a verb that is hospitable to all the tagmemic slots,
all the twenty five slots could appear in one single clause. However, because

what 1is alfeady known in larger linguistic or situational contexts is not-necessarily

:‘poated onLy some of them occur in the same clause. When they coéoccur in the same
'clause, there seems to be a relative order of case realizationn as follows,

with the ones on vertical 1lines being fluctuant among themselves:

. +B
4L M +verb 40 +I 4+C 48R +CL +EX
+D . 41

Wwhen there are mgny case realizations 16 a clause, one of them, and
L hsualiy'the time Caeé'realizagion, is topicalized gnd moved to the front
position of *he clause.

Any clau.e level alot, whether naclear suc as the [+NM, +AGT], or

't aemi-nuclear such as the [+0. +DIR], or satellﬂte such as the [+T, +TIM]




. ' 13
can be omitted Qhen it is clearly understood in higher linguistic hierarchies
than the clause itleif. For example, the reply in this two-sentence
convergation does not have its [+NM, +0BJ] because it is clearly understood:

Ong 4t  khong?
you go no? (are you going?)

+NM
+0BJ
ol.
go. (yes, I am going)
2. Verbs

According to their hoaﬁitality to case-marked tagmemic slots, verbs
in Vietnamese can be classified into fourteen groups as indicated in Chart III,
Thc.foufteqh verbs representative of 'their classes will be. listed below with
their-hospitable case~marked tagmemic:slots. It is noted that all of the
case-narked tagmemic slots, except the slot [+0, +0BJ] hosted by submissive

verbs, are filled by noun phrases. When they can be filled b} other than

noun phrases, they will be so indicated below. Numbers will refer to
the examples found earlier in this paper.

1 3 the'

[+[+04,4087)._-[-X}] -
( nouﬁépﬁiipd; : ‘ Example 2.1.
verb phrase R o ol la-. chét.
{ L to go is to die.
clause Ong Ba di la . ph;Q. .
: ' Mr. Ba's going is right (the right thing)

Lprepositional phrase T ddy d8n do la .hal dam.
J : fram here to there is two miles.
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2. gﬂ?ﬂ 'slow', stative, adverbializable,
[+[+NM,+0BJ]___ (Intensifier)] ' Example 2.2a.
Adverbializable as in:

Ong &y &1  cham.
he went slowly.

3. |2nh 'cold', stative, not adverbializable.
[+[+NM,+0BJ]___ (Intensifier)] Example 2.2b.
4. chét 'die', stative, cannot be fcllowed by adverbs. (There are algo reasons

to classify these verbs in the intransitive group).
Example 2,2c.

1

[+[+NM,+0BJ]
5. _b_[ "to be adveréely affected', transitive submissive.
[+[+NM,+DAT]___ [+0,+0BJ]]
{clause } Examples 3.la and 3.1b.
6. mua ‘buy', ditransitive, +BEN. ‘
[+[+M,+AGT]___[+0,+BEN] [+0,40BJ]] Example 8.
7. ban 'sell', ditran:?gve, +DAT.
[+[+¥NM,+AGT]___ [+0,+DAT] [+0,40BJ]] Example 7.
S. chen 'choose', transitive, tcomplaném:.
[+[+m4,+AGT]___t+O ,+6M] ;I-complement] Eiample:

Ong 3y chon baay lam.dal-dign.

e chose her to be repregentative
+:IM +0 +complement
+AGT, +0BJ

9. an 'eat', tramsitive, ~complement.

[+[+M,+ACT]___[+0,4+0BJ]] ©Example: Ong ay an th]t.
» he eats meat.

10. biét 'know', transitive dative.

[+[+NM,$DAT]___[+0,40BJ]] |
noun phr. Example 3.2a.
clause Examples 3.2b, 3.2c, and 3.2d.'
A sub~classification of this g_rqup of verb can be done according

. ‘ _ can be
to whether their objective clause introduced by r‘éng 'that' as
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is the case of biSt 'know' in example 3.2b or by either by rang

'that' or cho 'so that' as is the case of muon 'want' in examples

3.2¢c and 3 ad.
11, g& atay at, live at, be at', 1ntransitive, iocational.
[+[-+M,+0BJ)__ [+0,+L0C]]) Bxample 2,3a.
12, .Eé 'go ofit', intransitive, directional, +locomotion.
[+[+}M,+0BJ]___[40,4DIR]] gxample 2.3b.
13, Vgl 'go’, intramsitive, directional, -locomotion.
(+[+34,40BY)__ [+0,+DIR]] Example 2.3c.
14. tdl 'arrive', intransitive, +goal.

[+[+M,40BJ]___ (+0,4#GOAL]] Example 2.3d.

3. Clause Types

According to their identificational-contrastive features such as the

nucléar tagmemic slots (Longacre 1964), CII“lcﬂtinﬁVIngliB.e-ﬁan;bhoT

classified into five types as in Chart IV below.

-Clause Types ‘-"
- +Copulative
x +Stative

.r‘-Transitive

bff\iﬁdﬁhlatiﬁéﬁ'stqgiépl: g Subliasive’ Trannitive Intransitive o
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‘It 13 noted that the classification of clauses into clause types is

parallel to that of verbs in Chart III, and that the five clause types

' red
can be subcllssq“ into fourteen allo-types just like verbs are classified

into fourteen groups.

For reading convenience, examples of the five clause types are repeated

below; Only pertinent tagmemic slots and pseudo-features of verbs will be given.

+

1; . Cppuiative. Glausel'ryﬁe:"'fl-«aﬂ_pgc’a'y © cia . bacesi.

n R he is a doctor,
i (Exsmple<2.1) M ] r+verb 1[-k]"
A i +0BJ +copu1a]
2, Stative Clause Type: Ong ay chét.
: he died.
(Example 2.2c) +NM [-Pverb
+0BJ +stative
3. Subh:laeive Clause Type:: Ong é'y b] ho danh.
o . he was forced they beat
(Example 3.1b) : he was - beaten by then.
(See also Nguyen Dinh-Hoa. J+NM +verb +0
1972.) o +DAT 4+trans| |+OBJ
, : +subm
4. Transitive Clause Type: Ong é’y mua bao.
he " bought newspapers.
(Example 1) 4 tverb 7 [+0
+AGT +trans {' {+OBJ
5. Intransitive Clause Type: Ong 5y c’! Salgon.
_ he stays in Saigon.
-(Example 2.3a) M 4verb } [+0
+0BJ | | ~trans| | +LOC
+loc

4. Clause Classes

.Besides the dimemsion of clause types, there is also the dimension of

clause classes.The t:h:lrt:eeg clause classes in Vietnamese are stated in

Chart V below.
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Interrogative Alternative Clause Class. Its clauses have one of -
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Daclarative Clause Class. It is the kernel clause class from which
all the onther eieveﬁ clause classes are derived when appropriate
transform rules (Longacre 1964) are applied. All the examples so
far given are declarative clauses. The example below will serve
as kernel for all the derived clause classes.

Ong 5y msa bao.
bought newspapers.

+verb |[+0
+trang]| +OBJ,
Imperative Clause Class. Its clauses are identified by their

imperative predicate (i.e. having hay 'would better', dung 'would better not;é

~ . etc.)
Ong hay mua bao. -
You (Mr.) 'd better buy newspapers.
(+imperative]

their tagmemes alternated by a similar one.

Ong &y mua bao  hay sach?

Did he buy n ¢ or  books?
[?O ] i+ult] [fo ]

+0BJ
Interrogative Right-Wrong Clause Class. Its clauses have a right-

wrong interrogative phrase at the end.

Ohgray . mua ulbéa. ”bhgi‘ khong?
he boujht ‘newspapers right not? (he bought newspapers, didn't he?)
(#RightWrong] .

Interrogative Possibility Clause Class. Its clauses have a possible-
interrogative

“iupossible¥phrase at the end.

Ong &y mua bao,  dwyc  khong?
he bought newspapers possible not (he bought newspapera, OK?)

E+Possibility]
Intarrogativs '!.4!0 Clause -Clui. Ite classes have a negative .
1utorrogntivn phranc at th. ond. |

1009]5& mua '_”bao khcn o o
he bny | bggt- ‘mo es ho buy nev-paporn?)
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7. Interrogative NominatiQe Clause (Class. Its clauses have an inter-

rogative nominative actant.

Al mua bao?
who bought newspapers?
+NM
[m
+Interr

8. Interrogative Objective Clause Class. Its clauses have an inter-
rogative objective actant.

Ong 3y  mua ql?.
he bought what?

+0
+0BJ
+Interr
9, Interrogative-Extra Clause Class. 1Its clauses have an: interrogative

satellite actant, for example Timey -

Ong ay mua bao hol nao? '
he bought newnpeperimwhen? (vhen did he buy newspapers?)

+TIM
+Interr

10. Dependent Relative Clause Class. Its clauses are introduced by
ang 'that' or cho 'so that', and fill the Objective slot of the
embedding clause.

Ong ay nol  (réng) ong 8y mua bao.
he said tthat) . he bought newspapers.

+NM +0
+DAT +OBJ] /
11. Dependent Nominative Clause Class. Its clauses have a dependent
nominative actant which may be omitted.

8§ [} ) »
Ngwol . (ma) . mua bao....
the person that bought newspapers...

]



12. Dependent Objective Clause Class. Its clauses have a dependent
objective actant which may be omitted and which is pfe-posed to

the positidn before the nominative actant when present.

the newspapers (that) he bought...

o]

13, Dependent-Extra Clause Class. Its clauses have a dependent satellite
actant, for example Time, which is pre-posed to the position before
the nominative actant or omitted all together.

Ngay (ma). ongdy mua  bao...
the day when he bought newspapers...
4T
+TIM
+Dep

5. Clause Units

The five Clause Types and the twelve Clause Classes fom a bi-dimentional :
four L

matrix giving sixty possibilities or Clause Units of which only fifty one
are grammatical in Vietnamese. The 51 Clause Unics are listed in the following

Chart VI.

Chart VI
clase 1] 2)3f4l5)e6]718])0910]21l12
ause @ gl ol o [
Classes | 2| 2] 81 6} & % o ala -
Cwlw] Bl ] ® 181%1% g
@ | & |l ol 8| & e o
glel<d{2le] 2lZ2l21% 14 2
Clause 318|855 818|st2i14(51.]%
31 el IS I B -2 - .
Types s1&lalalal 8|58l E|a]&)&]k
1 |Copulative | »¢ s | e > s | e ™ all |
2 Stative RN V) (X)“ .N_ .......... “ ” _ ol pe - 4 o1
3 | Submissive vl el '8_ e b4 u 'n_' LK >
4 |Transttive | baf val ve I oa Ioeloe Ioeloefoaloafoa] e}
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